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GDYNIA BEGUN
Poland's debt to France for munitions was liquidated at this time
by a loan from France of 400 million francs (afterwards reduced
to 300 millions). An internal loan in the shape of Treasury bonds
for fifty million zlotys at 6 per cent was issued in April, the value
of the zloty being put at 8,000 marks. Relief was temporary, and
the fall of the mark was not arrested. Despite her financial diffi-
culties Poland was able to vote funds towards the building of a
port of her own on the part of the Baltic littoral assigned to her.
The creation of this port, called Gdynia, was dictated mainly by
her economic necessities, but it also clearly had a political bearing.
The port of Danzig alone was not enough for the assured growth
of her maritime trade and commerce, but the constant disputes in
which the exaggerated Germanism of the Danzigers involved her
and the fact that Danzig could not properly be a Polish naval
port, could scarcely fail to impart to Gdynia a political signifi-
cance. In the past when Poland had been in her prime Danzig
had been a great Polish port, but the Poles themselves had not
been a seafaring people. Far-sighted Poles in 1920-21—chief
among them Julius Rummel—were urging on their countrymen
that in Poland's new position it was necessary for them to look to
the sea to ensure full national prosperity. A training ship was
stationed in Danzig waters in 1921. Polish and foreign experts
chose Gdynia as the best site for a port, and some preliminary
work was done. In the course of a tour of Pomerania President
Wojciechowski visited Gdynia on April 29, 1923, accompanied by
Sikorski, several other Ministers, and the Marshals of the Seym
and the Senate, and saw the beginnings of the enterprise—which
the Danzigers ridiculed.
In the spring of 1923 Polish politics underwent a remarkable
change by the undermining of the combination of the parties in
the Seym on which the Sikorski Government really rested. The
majority of the Government was composed of the Left and the
National Minorities; the Right had all along maintained that
there should be a purely Polish majority in Parliament governing
the country, and this view appealed to Witos and other moderate

